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and pessimistic, and Russian religion increased the gloom,
shunning happiness and preaching that inevitable suffering
was the normal road to salvation.

Russia at heart panted for a gospel of happiness to
counteract this pessimistic teaching and practice. Russia
had been sujfiering for centuries from happiness-starvation,
though the Russian peasantry had never wholly succumbed
to pessimism and persisted in song and dance and a rough-
and-ready enjoyment of life. And the strength of Lenin
lay in the fact that he loathed and disbelieved in unhappi-
ness; and flung his whole being into the scales against it,
Unhappiness was intolerable. Unhappiness was contrary
to nature. Unhappiness was a cardinal sin. Human suffer-
ing and Unhappiness called to him with a^ challenge from
which he never shrank, Lenin was a militant optimist,
Primary in all his thinking was the belief that suffering is
not an essential and unavoidable element in life, but an
abominable thing that can and must be swept away. The
optimism of Lenin was the gospel for which Russia longed,
He had the common people with him.